
Music for Young People

From the ED’s Desk
Elizabeth Schurgin, Executive Director

On March 28th, DCYOP hosted its 
second annual SpringFest! The day was a 
tremendous success of inter-level music 
making. The spirit of collaboration was 
felt throughout Eastern High School 
and the energy was inspiring. I am 
proud of all of our students who 
participated, who pushed themselves 
beyond the discomfort of trying 
something new to become better 
musicians.

The day started off with Orchestra Idol, 
our version of “Battle of the Bands” with 
a twist. Students from DCYOP’s three 
most advanced orchestras – Youth 
Orchestra, Youth Philharmonic, and 
Young Artists Orchestra were mixed into 
three new hybrid-level orchestras which 
competed for best performance. Each 
orchestra had an hour to rehearse a 
piece to perform in front of a panel of 
celebrity judges. To spice up the event, 
DCYOP reissued a shirt design from the 
1970s. Sporting a bold blue color, led by 
Maestro Vales, Orchestra One 
performed Tchaikovsky’s Cappricio 
Italien. Looking great in green, under 
the baton of Maestro Scerbo, Orchestra 
Two played the 3rd movement of 
Brahm’s Fourth Symphony. Orchestra 
Three, cool in cornflower and following 
the guidance of Maestro Whitley, 
performed Rossini’s Barber of Seville 
Overture. The judges included Eastern 
HS Principal Rachel Skerritt, Judge 
Cheryl Long (DCYOP alumae), Violinist 
Nick Montopoli (DCYOP alumnae), and 
Entrepreneur Kristi Whitfield. In the 
end, with scores out of 200, only 14 
points separated the three orchestras. In 
front of an arena-style crowd, Orchestra 
Three took home this year’s title of 
Orchestra Idol (pictured to the right).
If you would like to get your hands on a 
vintage tee, check out our store on our 
blog at www.dcyop.weebly.com
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A Message from the
DCYOP Parent Group
Cheri Meadows and Erika Singer,
Parent Group Co-Presidents

As DCYOP parents, we have learned that 
being an audience member at a concert 
is just as important as being a performer. 
Audience members and performers are 
equally important to the success of a 
concert. Here at DCYOP, our students 
work hard to prepare and perform 
concerts that display all that they have 
accomplished during the semester. 
Given that we are about to embark upon 
concert season, here are a few tips the 
parent group has learned in recent 
years:

1. The only music should be the music 
on stage! Please make sure to turn off all 
cell phones when entering the venue. 
Ring tones are not the type of music we 
want to hear at a DCYOP concert.

2. Let the music move you, but don’t 
move during it. Performers on stage 
must retain a high level of
concentration. Entering and exiting the
auditorium while students are perform-
ing can distract our student musicians 
from making their best music.

3. The great conductor Leopold 
Stokowski said, “Artists paint on canvas, 
but musicians paint their picture on 
silence.” Let’s give our student musicians 
the chance to paint their picture, and 
refrain from talking during the
performance.

4. Let our musicians shine bright, but 
not our cameras. Taking flash
photography during a performance can 
be blinding and distracting to our young 
artists.

We look forward to attending these 
wonderful concerts this season with you. 
See you there!

Later that afternoon, Music Director 
Mariano Vales led beginning students in 
an orchestra workshop. He took 
students through several pre-orchestra 
exercises so that they could experience 
what it was like to make sound and 
music as a large ensemble. In just 45 
minutes, they performed their first piece 
as an orchestra for many proud parents 
and family members.

That afternoon, C and D level students 
also played for the first time in a full 
orchestra alongside DCYOP faculty 
members. They too had an hour to 
rehearse a piece – Beethoven’s Ode to 
Joy – which they performed for the 
DCYOP community at 3 pm. Following 
their stellar performance (which 
included fitting 120 students on 
Eastern’s stage!), Invoke Quartet gave a 
captivating performance of several 
original compositions. DCYOP then 
presented its first ever Faculty Orchestra. 
Under the baton of Maestro Vales, the 
DCYOP faculty gave a strong perfor-
mance of Beethoven’s Corolian Over-
ture. And yes, I joined them on bassoon 
next to Maestro Scerbo! One parent 
shared, “DCYOP is succeeding in not 
only making amazing music, but, 
importantly, in opening a new world for 
individual students.” Thank you to 
everyone who participated in SpringFest. 
It was truly an inspiring day. I very much 
look forward to seeing our students 
perform at our upcoming spring 
concerts. The energy they bring to their 
music making speaks to their bright 
futures.



Achievement for Life

Evan Solomon, Program Director

Listening to classical music is good in so 
many ways. It can cheer you up, keep 
you calm, stimulate your focus, and even 
help to alleviate pain. With so many 
pieces of music out there, settling on 
one piece may be overwhelming. 
Streaming services such as YouTube and 
Spotify make access to the immense 
world of classical music easy, but the 
question of what to listen to still 
remains. I’d like to offer four sugges-
tions from the varied world of classical 
music. These works are some of my 
favorite pieces from the last 500 years of 
music and can offer a starting point to 
guide you in your classical music 
listening explorations.

Claudio Monteverdi 1567-1643:
Vespro della Beata Vergine – Composed 
in 1610 as Monteverdi’s audition piece 
to become cantor at San Marco in 
Venice, this work is one of the best works 
of the high renaissance style. Listen to 
John Eliot Gardner and the English 
Baroque Soloists.

George Frideric Handel 1685-1759:
Julius Caesar – Many of us know Handel 
for his work Messiah, but he also 
composed nearly 50 Italian operas. 
Julius Caesar is amongst the finest, 
telling the old Roman tale with beautiful 
singing and virtuosic instrumental solos. 
Listen to Jennifer Larmore, Rene Jacobs 
and Concerto Koln.

Ludwig van Beethoven 1770-1827: 
String Quartets nos. 12-16 – Known as 
Beethoven’s “late quartets,” they are 
some of the last and deepest works 
Beethoven composed, of course while 
being completely deaf. Listen to record-
ings by the Guarneri Quartet or the 
Emerson Quartet.
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Save the Date

Bela Bartok 1881-1945: 
Concerto for Orchestra – One of the 
towering figures in 20th century music, 
Bartok wrote the Concerto for Orchestra 
for the Boston Symphony in 1943. His 
last completed work, this approachable 
piece is truly a tour de force for all 
orchestral instruments. Listen to Pierre 
Boulez and the Chicago Symphony. 

Happy Listening.

May 2, 3:30 pm: Beginner Levels A & B 
Winds, Brass, Percussion Concert, 
Eastern High School, FREE

May 2, 4:30 pm: Beginner Levels A & B 
Strings Concert, Eastern High School, 
FREE

May 6, 6:00 pm: Youth Orchestra Spring 
Finale, John F. Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts, Terrace Theater, FREE 

May 9, 2:00 pm: Young Artists, Wind 
Ensemble, and Children’s Orchestra 
Concert, THEARC Theater, FREE

May 9, 5:00 pm: Youth Philharmonic, C 
Symphonia, and D Symphonia, 
THEARC Theater, FREE

May 23, 2:00 pm: Chamber Music 
Ensembles Concert, Mexican Cultural 
Institute, FREE

June 5, 6:00 pm: DCYOP Benefit Dinner, 
Morton’s The Steakhouse (1050 
Connecticut Avenue NW) Join us for 
this special evening including dinner, 
live music with DCYOP musicians, and a 
silent auction benefiting DCYOP. The 
benefit evening is $125/person. To rsvp, 
contact Kate Scafidi at 
kate_scafidi@ldry.com or 202-955-5997 

July 20-31: DCYOP Summer Music 
Program, J. Ludlow-Taylor Elementary 
School

Aidan Keys, 18 (Violin - Youth Orchestra)

Seventh grader Katelyn Hill does the 
things she wants to do because she can 
do them. For instance, she dyed her hair 
a bright orange because she just wanted 
to dye her hair. Accordingly, Hill’s 
favorite piece is Cancan. “I like Cancan 
because it’s fast and you can switch up 
how you play it.” In Ms. Cuffy’s orches-
tra, she played Cancan on her violin so 
many times that she didn’t just get better 
but as she played it, the song itself grew 
in different ways until it became fun. 
Now Hill has advanced out of D level, 
and she is not in Ms. Cuffy’s orchestra 
anymore.

That’s alright. She still enjoys seeing her 
friends every Saturday and playing in 
orchestra, and she’s got other things to 
do with her life as well. Sometime in the 
6 years of Hill’s DCYOP education, Hill 
started to draw her own anime charac-
ters, or characters based on Japanese 
television cartoons. After giving up the 
effort to draw the famous Naruto, Hill 
chose to draw witches and elves. “They 
have different powers and they can 
shoot arrows and stuff,” she says. She 
also reads manga, Japanese graphic 
novels, to gain ideas for her own charac-
ters. Whether she’s drawing or playing 
violin, Hill has one reason for doing 
what she loves, and that is, “It makes me 
happy.” With such a philosophy, Hill 
really Cancan do anything she sets her 
mind to.

Student Profile
Katelyn Hill - Violin
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Mr. Solomon’s
Listening Guide
5 Century Edition     


