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THE SCORE

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S DESK
With our 2015–16 season beginning, I am excited for what the year has in 
store. As DCYOP’s enrollment has grown nearly 20% since 2013, this fall 
we welcome two new conductors to lead our intermediate orchestras—
Philip Espe and Tiffany Liu. Both conductors are extremely talented, and 
we are thrilled to see them work with our students. Mr. Espe will also lead 
our Sistema-inspired Children’s Orchestra project. Looking ahead, we will 
host alumni from across the globe as part of DCYOP’s 55th anniversary on 
November 7, our Youth Orchestra will perform at the National Gallery of 
Art on December 13, and we will expand our musical entrepreneurship 
initiative so that more students are prepared with 21st century skills. I hope 
that you enjoy reading more about our recent summer initiatives, our 
students, and our alumni in this newsletter, and we look forward to seeing 
you throughout the season at our Saturday breakfasts, concerts, and other 
events! Thank you for your support of our tremendous young people. 

Musically yours,  
Elizabeth Schurgin
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In July, my daughter Lydia participated 
in a master class with Nabil Shehata, 
a former member of the Berlin 
Philharmonic and winner of the S&R 
Foundation’s Washington Award. At a 
master class, students perform a work 
of their choice for the professional 
musician (aka master or guest artist), 
and the artist gives pointed feedback. 
All the students are allowed to observe 
one another’s performance and listen 
to the response of the artist.  

The class proved very fruitful for 
Lydia. First, the experience of per-
forming in front of a highly revered 
musician with the purpose of being 
critiqued created a certain level of 
nervousness that Lydia learned to 
manage. The master class, though, was a safe environ-
ment for Lydia to learn this. 

Second, Lydia was able to observe how a professional 
goes about his performance preparation. Throughout 
the class, the guest artist played excerpts from each 
student’s piece (for Lydia this was Viotti’s “Concerto 

ALUMNI FEATURE:  KATHRYN WASHINGTON
A native Washingtonian, 

Kathryn Washington 

recently returned to 

DC to become the 

Director of Diversity 

and Innovation at the 

Corporation for Public 

Broadcasting. DCYOP 

is thrilled to have her 

serving on the Alumni 

Task Force for the 55th Anniversary Celebration 

November 6–7. When reflecting on her time in the 

program playing flute, Kathryn shares “DCYOP gave 

me a sense of mastery and purpose. I was one of 

those kids who practiced until I could barely hold my 

arm up…most importantly, it gave me a respite from 

the turmoil of the high school years. I found a place 

where I belonged…” Some of her favorite memories 

are woodwind quintet rehearsals in Lyn McLain’s 

living room and busking in metro stations. After 

graduating from Oberlin College, Kathryn spent 22 

years in San Francisco where she was by turns a 

baker, adult educator, community college counselor, 

award-winning radio producer, and programming 

manager for the Independent Television Service. 

Kathryn is excited to be involved with her DCYOP 

family again and encourages all alumni to come to 

the Anniversary Celebration in November!  

A MOTHER’S MASTER CLASS EXPERIENCE
BY NETASHA BUTLER, A DCYOP MOM

No. 23 in G Major”) to share how he would approach 
certain parts and why. Being able to observe the creative 
process of a skilled musician was very special. He also 
closed Lydia’s session with specific areas of focus for her 
in the Concerto which left her with plenty to practice. 
We are grateful for the S&R Foundation for making this 
experience possible for our DCYOP students. 
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STUDENT PROFILE:  
BENJAMIN WHITE
BY CAMILLE WHITE,  
BENJAMIN’S MOM

What instrument does Benjamin play? 
Viola (Benjamin is a staunch advocate 

for more viola recognition and the 

path less travelled; he started with 

DCYOP at the age of 5 and has been 

playing now for 7 years)

What is his favorite part about 
DCYOP? 
He loves the challenge of learning new 

things and interacting with other kids 

who share his interest in music.

Who are his favorite DCYOP teachers? 
Ms. Cuffy, Mr. Giles, and Ms. DeLaine 

What are his favorite subjects in 
school?  
He loves science and art. He also likes 

to go to operas with me and other live 

performances at the Kennedy Center.

Aside from classical and opera, what 
other music does Benjamin enjoy? 

He loves old-school Motown artists 

(especially Michael Jackson) but 

listens to a variety of music.   

What else does he like to do for fun? 

Benjamin just started football for Deal 

Middle School, but he also does the 

Korean marital arts of Tae Kwon Do 

and Kumdo. He also loves building—he 

created a small army of little men from 

pipe cleaners recently and has done 

several Lego projects. 

CHAMBER MUSIC AND LEADERSHIP
BY EVAN SOLOMON, PROGRAM DIRECTOR

This summer, DCYOP welcomed nearly 50 young people for a 
new summer program. It was a wonderful two weeks of musical 
learning culminating in a concert at the Hill Center at the Old 
Naval Hospital. 

The most unique element was the leadership development 
that took place for our chamber musicians. In addition to their 
25+ rehearsal hours, each chamber group created a project to 
share their talents with the community. One group created a 
music video while others gave concerts at rehabilitation centers, 
senior living communities, and local schools (pictured below).   

Two students really shone—Melissa and Felicia. Melissa, 
a more experienced chamber musician, began to coach her 
fellow classmates when she noticed them struggling during 
rehearsals. Felicia was relentless in her effort to find a great 
partnership for her group’s project, contacting nearly 15 
organizations. When asked what motivated her, she shared  
“I did not want to let my group down.” I am extremely proud  
of all of the young people who participated in this year’s 
summer program and grateful for the support of the U Street 
Music Hall and the Subaru Foundation of America for making 
it possible.  



4

FALL CALENDAR
 ■ DCYOPalooza, August 29, Eastern High 

School, a day of free musical activities 

including instrument petting zoos, sample 

classes, pop up concerts, and master classes

 ■ Children’s Orchestra Begins at Garrison, 
September 8, Garrison Elementary School

 ■ Children’s Orchestra Begins at Turner, 
September 9, Turner Elementary School 

 ■ DCYOP Main-Site Programming Begins, 
September 12, Eastern High School 

 ■ DCYOP Performs for the Pan American Health 
Organization Annual Event, September 28, 

National Museum for Women in the Arts  

 ■ 55th Anniversary Alumni Celebration 
Weekend, November 6-7, Eastern High 

School, all alumni are welcome to join us 

for a weekend of celebrations including 

a tour of the current program, side-by-

side concerts for all levels (including rusty 

musicians), and a surprise keynote speaker

 ■ Youth Orchestra Fall Concert, November 15, 

Atlas Theater

 ■ Beginner Fall Concert, December 5, Eastern 

High School

 ■ Youth Philharmonic Concert, December 6, 

Location TBD 

 ■ Intermediate Ensembles Concerts, 
December 12, THEARC Theater

 ■ DCYOP Performs a Holiday Concert for 
the National Gallery of Art, December 13, 

National Gallery of Art’s East Garden Court

THANK YOU!
$50,000 and Up
Anonymous
DC Commission on the Arts and 

Humanities 
The City Fund
DC Public Schools

$35,000 to $49,999
The Morris and Gwendolyn 

Cafritz Foundation
The Harman Family Foundation

$10,000 to $34,999
Anonymous 
Ann and Gordon Getty Foundation
Philip L. Graham Fund 
The Nancy Peery Marriott 

Foundation 
Savalan, LLC 
Seyfarth Shaw 
Share Fund of the Community 

Foundation for the National 
Capitol Region

The Hattie M. Strong Foundation
World Bank Community 

Connections Fund
United Way of the National 

Capital Area 

$2,500 to $9,999
Beth Allaben and Matt Chambers
The Capitol Hill Community 

Foundation
The Children’s Charities 

Foundation, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis de Tray
DeZeeuw—Clark Supporting 

Organization 
Michael Feinstein
The Humanities Council of 

Washington, DC 
Dr. Rodrigo C. Hurtado

The Jacqueline Wallace Jones 
Fund

MAXIMUS Foundation
Mr. Robert Pullen and Mr. Luke 

Frazier
Mr. and Mrs. Peter R. Sherman
The Subaru Foundation of 

America, Inc.
U Street Music Foundation
Venable Foundation, Inc.
Maya Weil in honor of Rita Pullen
Sam Visner and Toni Burnham
Louise P. Zanar Fund 

$1,000 to $2,499
Anonymous (2) 
The Baupost Group, LLC
The Bench Trail Fund
Rita and Gary Carleton
Linda Cureton
Candace Duncan
Friends and Parents of DCYOP
Kenneth Giles
Allen Greenberg
Jocelyn Henderson 
Philip M. John 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Kerst
KPMG 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Krumholz
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Lindo
Cheryl M. Long
Drs. Harry and Liz Marshall 
Music & Arts 
Melanie Nussdorf
Ruth and Stephen Pollak
Laura Price 
Roy & Ellen S. Rosenthal Family 

Foundation
Malva Reid 
Linda Thomas

CONTACT US
Please always feel free to be in touch with the DCYOP 
team! Remember that all gifts to DCYOP are tax-
deductible to the fullest extent of the law.  

Phone: 202-698-0123  |  Email: info@dcyop.org 
Website: www.dcyop.org 
Mailing Address: DC Youth Orchestra Program,  
1700 East Capitol Street NE, Washington, DC 20003

Do you know DC Youth Orchestra Program Alumni?   
Email Hannah@dcyop.org so we can include them in our 55th Anniversary!

*Gifts, pledges, and in-kind support of $1000+ received between September 1, 
2014 and August 27, 2015

“DCYOP is one of the best things 
that has happened to me. It is 
teaching me something truly 

amazing—a love for all music and a 
love for the music community.” 

—Jamison, 13, Summer Intensive Participant


